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1 . Name ( i n d i c a t e p re fe r red name) 

hjStoriC 3 1 W e s t S a r a t o g a S t r e e t 

and/or common P a r k i n g . 

2. Location 
street & number 3 1 W " S a r a t o g a S t r e e t _ _ not for publication 

B a l t i m o r e 
city, town vicinity of congressional district 

M a r y l a n d B a l t i m o r e 
state county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public x occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 

_ object in process yes: restricted government scientific 
x being considered - yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

not a p p l i c a b l e military other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of a l l owners) 

Mayor a n d C i t y C o u n c i l 
name 

street & number te lephone no . : 

city, town s t a t e and z ip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds B a l t i m o r e C i t y C o u r t h o u s e J F C 1 9 9 4 L i b e r 

street & number 100 N . C a l v e r t S t r e e t , Room 610 2 0f%lio 

city, town B a l t i m o r e state 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date federal state county local 

/ository for survey records 

city, town state 



7- D e s c r i p t i o n survey NO. B-4375 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site 
good ruins altered moved date of move 
fair unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Resource Count: 1 

This circa 1930 Art Deco streamlined parking garage fills the 
block between Saratoga Street (to the north), North Sharp Street 
(to the east), West Clay Street (to the south) and North Liberty 
Street (to the west). It is built into the slope of Liberty Street 
and is six stories high on Clay Street and four stories on Saratoga 
Street. The low brick walls are accented with white-painted 
concrete lintels, soffits, and posts. The horizontal streamlining 
details include incised, bullnosed balconies, ribbed columns, and 
rounded corners at the street corners. 

The primary entrance is on Liberty Street. The facade is 
divided into eight bays. The entrance/exit is in the eighth 
(south) bay of the first story. The opening is flanked by a large 
brick pier to the south and a rounded wall to the north. The 
seventh bay contains three ventilator windows. The remaining bays 
run into the slope of the street and form a brick foundation wall. 

The second through sixth stories have low brick walls with 
projecting header brick sills. The low walls have double tube 
handrails. The area above the low walls are left open, leaving 
each parking tier exposed to the elements. The third, fourth and 
fifth stories have slightly projecting balconies constructed as low 
brick walls, each one cantilevered above the one below. The third-
story balcony is four bays long, the fourth-story balcony is seven 
bays long and the fifth-story balcony is the full eight bays long. 
The balconies have bullnosed corners, emphasizing the streamlined 
design of the building. Concrete posts cast in a four-ribbed 
pattern divide the bays of the brick walls and brick balconies. 
The posts are inset behind the brick walls. The posts support 
white concrete lintels that form soffits under the balconies that 
project from above. 

The Clay Street facade is six stories high and three bays 
wide. The corner of the Liberty and Clay streets walls are 
rounded. The first bay contains a low brick wall to the west that 
is flanked by round brick piers. The low wall has a concrete sill 
and metal hand rail. The second bay contains an entrance/exit. 
The opening is defined by a brick pier to the west and a rounded 
wall to the east. The third bay is a solid brick wall that rises 
up the full height of the six stories. It contains the stairs and 
elevator bank. This third bay has a vertical strip of narrow 4-
light industrial windows with fluted aluminum spandrels. The 
stair/elevator bank rises to form a shed on the otherwise flat 
sixth story. The second through sixth stories have low brick walls 
and ribbed posts. 

The back (east) wall faces a narrow alley. It is divided into 



B-4375 
31 West Saratoga Street 
Baltimore MD 
Section 7 Description 
7.1 

eight bays. The eight bays are grouped into three sections. The 
first three bays (to the south) rise six stories. This section has 
ventilator openings in the first story, no openings on the second 
story, and projecting balcony low brick walls on the upper stories. 
The railings, posts, sills, handrails, and lintels are identical to 
those on Liberty Street. The second section is also three bays 
wide. The fourth bay is six stories, and the fifth and sixth bays 
are five stories. The brick walls are solid up to the top. Three 
header-framed ventilators are cut into the walls at each story. 
The third section is five stories high. The first story has a low 
brick wall in the seventh bay and a solid brick wall in the eighth. 
The second story has a low brick wall. The third, fourth, and 
fifth stories have the projecting balcony, ribbed posts, white 
sills and tube handrails as the Liberty Street facade. The wall 
forms a bullnose corner before reaching Saratoga Street, then there 
is a second 90 degree angle corner. 

The Saratoga Street facade is four stories high and three bays 
wide. The first story has a low brick wall in the first bay, an 
entrance/exit in the second, and a solid brick wall in the third. 
The second story has low brick walls in the first two bays and a 
solid brick wall in the third. The third and fourth stories have 
low brick walls running the full three bays. All the walls have 
the concrete lintels, ribbed posts, and tube handrails as the 
Liberty Street facade. The wall and balconies curve where they 
turn the corner to Liberty Street. The third bay of the first two 
stories is also a curved brick wall that is embellished with a 
giant rectangular "plaque" composed of cast concrete tiles and set 
in a concrete frame. 



I 

8. Signif icance . survey NO. B-4375 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 

_ 1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
.1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 

ZL_ 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 

check: Appl icable C r i t e r i a : A B C D 
and/or 

Appl icable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of S ign i f i cance : n a t i o n a l s t a t e l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s i gn i f i cance and a genera l s ta tement of h i s t o r y and 
suppor t . 

This 1930s parking s t ruc tu re i s a s ign i f i can t bui lding type in 
the Baltimore commercial s t r ee t scape . The need for parking 
s t ruc tu res i s a twentieth-century phenomenon t h a t accompanied t h a t 
r i s e of the automobile. The s ix - s to ry height of t h i s s t ruc tu re 
ind ica tes the increasing densi ty of t r a f f i c and the need for 
parking in the downtown d i s t r i c t , a need for both off ice workers 
and shoppers. The garage also ind ica tes the prevalence of commuter 
t r a f f i c in the downtown area in the post-War period and, as such, 
makes a con t ras t with the r e s i d e n t i a l nature of the downtown in- the 
nineteenth-century. The locat ion of the parking s t ruc tu r e a lso 
ind ica tes the primacy of the Charles S t ree t a rea : the s t r uc tu r e i s 
needed to serve Charles S t ree t en te rp r i ses but i s not an 
appropriate or affordable bui lding type to ac tua l ly loca te on 
Charles S t r ee t . Thus, by implicat ion, Saratoga and Liberty s t r e e t s 
are a l e s se r s t r e e t in the economic hierarchy. 

The s t y l e of the garage i s an exce l len t example of a 1930s 
streamlined Art Deco s t r u c t u r e . The f lu id l i ne s of the 
cant i levered balconies sweep around the facade and corners of the 
s t ruc tu r e , emphasizing the hor izonta l l i ne s of the bui ld ing and 
picking up on the machine and movement a e s t h e t i c t h a t was a key 
pa r t of the streamlined period of the Art Deco s t y l e . The 
streamlined design was a p a r t i c u l a r l y appropriate image for a 
bui lding t h a t housed the most important t r anspor ta t ion machine of 
the era—the automobile. 

The i n t e r i o r of the garage exposes i t s i n t e rna l s t r u c t u r e . 
The reinforced concrete posts and beams form a functional ae s the t i c 
which i s deemed appropriate for the s t ruc tu re and i s t y p i c a l l y 
never covered up. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. B - 4 3 7 5 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name B a l t i m o r e E a s t Quad Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

A l i H I i I i . I 1 . I . I . i I B l i I I I . I . i I I i I . I . i I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
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E l . I I I . I • • I I , I • I . . 1 F l | 1 | | | | | , | | , 1 , | | , 

G L L J I I I I I I 1 I • I i I • • I H L U I I • I . | I I | I i I i • I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 
name/title Diane Shaw, Architectural Historian 

organization CHAP, Room 1037 date December 19, 1991 

street & number 4 1 7 E- Fayette Street telephone 301-396-4866 

city or town Baltimore ^ ^ state ™ 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DHCP/DHCD 

r e t u r n t o : Maryland H i s t o r i c a l Trus t 100COMMUNITY PLACE 
Shaw House CROWNSVILLE. MD 21032-2023 
21 S t a t e C i r c l e 301-514-7600 
Annapol is , Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA 

HISTORIC CONTEXT: 

Geographic Organization: 
Piedmont 

Chronological/Developmental Period: 

Modern Period, 1930-present 

Historic Period Themes: 
Architecture 
Economics 

Resource Type: 
Building 

Historic Environment: 
Urban 

Historic Function and Use: 

Transportation 

• 

Known Design Source: 
None 
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